
1.	� Before Reading Poll: Use this step to reinforce informal writing, 
speaking, and listening by encouraging students to share their 
thoughts about the Before Reading Poll, and then conduct a class 
discussion to help students access prior knowledge* about the topic.

2.	�Article: Circulate around the room and have students summarize  
or generate questions* about the passage; when everyone has 
finished reading, summarize the Article as a class.

3.	�Activity: Teach test-taking strategies by showing students how 
to use the process of elimination to find the best answer, and then 
encourage them to reread the passage to identify answers.

4.	�After Reading Poll: After completing the Poll, ask students to 
evaluate their before and after-reading responses. Did they  
change? What evidence helped them to change their responses?

5.	�Thought Question: Discuss the prompt prior to writing. Encourage 
students to reference the text to support their responses.

Maximize student literacy development 
during each of the 5 Steps to help ensure 
College and Career Readiness.

* Proven-effective reading comprehension strategy

Next Step
Use the Stretch materials to 
ensure that students build 
on early literacy gains and 
are challenged with texts at 
a higher complexity level, 
with the goal that all students 
are on the path to become 
College and Career Ready.
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